December 13, 2011
Dear Prospective Members of the Corazon Latino Dance Troupe and Parents:

Welcome to the 2012 season of Corazon Latino Dance Troupe! Dance Troupe is open to all students in grades 3 through 12 whose families are PLAC members. It is a performance-oriented troupe that learns, rehearses and performs traditional Latin American dances primarily during the winter and spring months. The highlight of the season traditionally is performance at the Festival of Nations in St. Paul in early May.  The troupe also has several special performances throughout the spring. 

The following pages include information and registration materials for Corazon Latino for the coming year. If your child is interested in learning, working and performing with Corazon Latino, please print, complete and send in  no later than January 15, 2012: (1) the 2012 Corazon Latino Dance Troupe Registration Form, (2) the 2012 Parent Volunteer Form, and (3) the Dancer and Parent/Guardian Contract and Consent. Registrations may be accepted as late as January 22, on a space available basis, but a $10 late fee will be charged.
Rehearsals.  For the 2012 season, we will rehearse at House of Hope Church, located at 797 Summit Avenue, between Lexington and Dale, in St. Paul. See directions below. We will likely divide the troupe into two separate groups, by age and dance troupe experience. Each group will practice with the professional instructor(s) for 45 minutes to 1-1/4 hours between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoons from January through April. In addition, teens have the option to participate in modern dance following their traditional dance rehearsals. After registration, we will e-mail and post on the La Semana website the exact rehearsal times for each group. The dates scheduled for rehearsals in 2012are:

January 22*

February 12

March 18***


April 15
 January 29

February 26***
March 10, 11, 17 or 18**   
April 22 February 5

March 4    

April 1



April 29***
Rehearsals are mandatory, and all dancers are expected to arrive at the rehearsal site early enough to dress and be ready to dance by the scheduled rehearsal time. In addition, dancers are expected to practice assigned dance steps on their own each week between scheduled rehearsals.






* January 22 - There will be a mandatory Parent Meeting on January 22 at the time that your child is in rehearsal.

**March 10, 11, 17 or 18 – We expect to perform a “Preview” of the dances at The International Institute, sponsor of Festival of Nations, in the afternoon during a weekend in March. Unfortunately, we will not know the date or Preview schedule until sometime in February. We may have to schedule an additional practice before the preview. It is important that virtually all dancers attend Preview for the Troupe to qualify to perform at Festival of Nations.
*** February 26, March 18 and April 29 – House of Hope is not available for these rehearsal dates, and we are still looking for an alternative rehearsal site. Additional information will be communicated when known.

Festival of Nations Performances (May 3 - 5).  All dancers are likely to perform at Festival of Nations on Saturday, May 5. Performances also are possible on Thursday, May 3 or Friday, May 4.

Modern Dance. In addition to the traditional dance taught by our professional instructor(s), the teen group has for the past several years choreographed, rehearsed and performed a modern dance set to Latino music. The teens may again this year decide to develop and practice a modern dance. If so, any teen who remains in good standing in the Corazon Latino Dance Troupe has the option of taking part in the modern dance group. Rehearsals for modern dance would take place immediately following the traditional dance rehearsals at House of Hope (likely from 2:30 to 3:30). There may be additional costs associated with the modern dance that are not covered by the troupe fees.
Parent Volunteers/Troupe Fees.  Parent volunteers are essential to the success of Corazon Latino, and we have several volunteer positions available, including leadership positions. Troupe fees will be based on the level of volunteer commitment of the dancer’s parent(s). Children of the Leadership Group pay $45, children whose parent(s) fulfill a standard volunteer position pay $80 and children of those who choose not to volunteer pay $150. All parents are asked to carefully consider their available time and level of interest and determine the level of volunteer support they can offer for the 2012 season. After reviewing the leadership description and the volunteer position descriptions on the Parent Volunteer Form, indicate your preferences for a leadership or volunteer position or, if applicable, that you prefer not to volunteer this year. Any parent who registers for a volunteer position but does not fulfill his/her commitment will jeopardize the family’s ability to participate in the Corazon Latino Dance Troupe for 2012 and future years.  There will be considerations for situations of financial difficulties.  If that is a concern, please contact Sally Poesch @ 612-382-1880 or spoesch@comcast.net 
Communication.  All dance troupe communications are made in person at the rehearsals and by e-mail. Each family is responsible for keeping informed of rehearsal schedules, costume requirements, performance schedules and other information. We ask that you provide us with an e-mail address that you check regularly. Parents are responsible for all communicated information, whether or not they volunteer for the troupe this year. Please do not rely on your child or teen to keep you informed. 

If you know somebody not on the PLAC mailing list who would like to receive a registration form, please forward this information to them.

Registrar:   Sheri Ahl, 4949 Elliot Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55417
ahlhaugen@comcast.net
Corazon Latino contact: Jean Zivkovich at jzivkovich@comcast.net.

*****************************************************
Directions to House of Hope: Easy access from 94 via either Lexington or Dale exit depending on which direction you are coming from. It is 2 blocks east of Victoria, the cross street is Avon. Coming from the South, it is easiest to take 35E then take the shortline exit and come up Hamline to Summit. Then you are about 1 mile west of the church.

 Corazon Latino Dance Troupe -- 2012
Philosophy and Guidelines

tc \l2 "Philosophy and Guidelines
Philosophy:
Corazon Latino, the Latin American Dance Troupe, grew out of PLAC’s La Semana culture camp, with the purpose of retaining and enhancing those skills learned and sharing this part of the Latin American culture with the community.  It is a performance-oriented troupe, a group of people whose ultimate goal is a highly polished performance.  Participants love to dance, are willing to take direction and work hard toward that end.  The goal is also to provide each child equal opportunity to perform.

Guidelines:

1.  Membership
A. Families must be members of PLAC.

B. Dancers must be in 3rd through 12th grade.  Exceptions to this may be considered when prior troupe members wish to continue dancing beyond the 12th grade.  Decisions will be made for this exception by the dance instructor and the Dance Troupe Coordinator/Leadership Group. Preference will be given to dancers in the 12th grade and below.

2.  Criteria for Performing

A.
Seniority in the dance troupe (not age, but number of years in troupe).

B.
Practice attendance.

C.
Opportunity for all dancers to rotate dance positions and performance times.

3.  Practices

The majority of practices will occur between January and May of each year in preparation for the Festival of Nations or other special performance.

These practices are generally held on either Sunday afternoons or Saturday mornings.  This will be negotiable each year.  See the enclosed calendar of practices.

Note:  If you miss 3 or more practices, you may be replaced at the Festival of Nations.  Practices during the final month are especially important for fine-tuning before Festival of Nations.  This does not exclude a child from being in the troupe and dancing at other performances throughout the year. Dancers are expected to keep up with the group and are responsible to find out the material taught at any missed rehearsals. 
Additional practices may be arranged as necessary for other performances throughout the year.
Dancers are also expected to practice dances and steps on their own each week between scheduled rehearsals.
4.  Expenses

A.
Each dancer will pay a flat fee based on the calendar year and the level of parental volunteer support.  The fee will be adjusted each year as needed.  This is a flat fee and is not a per lesson rate.  
B.   In the event that Corazon Latino incurs unanticipated costs for rehearsal space, each family may be asked to contribute a surcharge to cover that cost. The Leadership Group will use its best efforts to identify any necessary surcharges and inform parents thereof as soon as possible.
C.  Registrations received by the Registrar after the designated registration deadline (for 2012, January 15, 2012) will be accepted on a space-available basis and are subject to a non-refundable $10 late charge.

D.
PLAC will subsidize additional funds as needed to a maximum of $100.00 per year, or otherwise as approved by PLAC.

E.
In the unlikely event that expenses exceed all of the above, each Dance Troupe family will be asked to contribute.

F.   Any registration withdrawn after the registration deadline is subject to a $25 withdrawal fee. In addition, any late charge paid for late registration is not refundable. No refund will be made for withdrawals after the second rehearsal (January 29, 2012).

5.  Costumes

C. A number of different costumes are owned by PLAC and are available for Corazon Latino performances.

B.
As we continue to grow, more costumes may be needed.  To be a member of Corazon Latino, it is expected that each family will contribute time, talent or money to provide additional costumes.  
C.
Each female dancer must provide her own full floor length skirt (preferably black) for practice.
D.
There will be a specific number of costumes for each dance that will remain PLAC property and which will be made by participating families.  However, some dancers may choose to make and own their own costumes.  This would be done in addition to the costume that will become the property of PLAC and at your own expense.

E.
When a new set of costumes are to be made, specific costume details will be agreed upon by the majority of participating families with helpful guidelines from the instructor.

F.
PLAC will have a written inventory of costumes, accessories and tapes and their storage locations.  This inventory will be updated every January and August.

6.  Guidelines for the Dance Teacher

A.
Dances taught will be authentic Latin American folk dances. At the discretion of the Troupe, and based on parental support, additional modern Latin American dances also may be taught to one or more Dance Troupe groups.
B.
The dance class should be a fun learning experience.

C.
Costume choice/design will be coordinated with PLAC and will be considerate of the limited budget.

D.
All dancers will have equal opportunity in dance positions for performances and will rotate.  (See guideline #2, Criteria for Performing.)

E.
The decision about who performs in which dance is up to the coordinator(s) and the dance teacher.

F.
Discipline:  If a situation arises where discipline cannot be easily maintained, the child will be referred to the PLAC parent assigned to help at practice.

G.
Discipline problems that cannot be resolved between the parent coordinator and the child will be referred to the Dance Troupe Coordinator/Leadership Group.  Children will be asked to leave the group if their behavior is repeatedly disrespectful to other members of the troupe or the dance teacher.

H.
All children will participate in every practice they attend, even if they will not be able to attend the performance.

I.
Music:  PLAC will need a copy of every piece of music used.  PLAC will provide blank CDs and CD player.

J.
The dance teacher will not be responsible for any costumes or care of the costumes.  This is a PLAC responsibility.

7.  Guidelines for Parents

A.
Corazon Latino is organized and managed entirely by parents.  Fees are based on the parent(s) level of volunteer support. If you cannot volunteer in some capacity, your child will pay the highest fee to participate in Corazon Latino. Parents must fulfill their volunteer commitment, so carefully consider your time availability and level of interest before you complete your registration. 

B.
If your child is creating a discipline problem at rehearsals or performances, you will be informed.  It is the responsibility of the parent to work with the child to resolve the problem satisfactorily or to remove the child from the troupe.

8.  Teen Led Modern Dance

A.
At the discretion of the Leadership Group, and based on parental support and available rehearsal space and supplies, one or more teens may choreograph a modern Latin American dance and teach the dance to the other teens in Corazon Latino. Although the modern dance rehearsals will be the responsibility of and coordinated by the teens, the teen leader(s) must meet with the Leadership Group or a parent designee of the Leadership Group before modern dance rehearsals begin for approval of the dance and rehearsal plan, and must report to the Leadership Group or its designee throughout the season.  

B.  Each dancer who participates in the teen led modern dance must be a member in good standing of Corazon Latino (having paid troupe fees and in compliance with attendance and all other dancer requirements).

C.  No costs should be incurred for costumes, props or any other item for the modern dance, and dancers should not be asked to contribute any funds, without prior approval of the Leadership Group.

D.  Teens participating in the modern dance may be asked to contribute a fee to offset the cost of rehearsal space. The Leadership Group will attempt to inform dancers and their parents of any required rehearsal space fee prior to the first modern dance rehearsal.
2012 Corazon Latino Dance Troupe Registration Form

DUE DATE: January 15, 2012
PRINT THIS PAGE AND THE FOLLOWING 2 PAGES, COMPLETE AND SEND TO REGISTRAR (address below)
Dancer’s Name:   _________________________________   Age _____   Grade _____

School ______________________________ Principal’s Name ___________________

Dancer’s Name:   _________________________________   Age _____   Grade _____

School ______________________________ Principal’s Name ___________________

Parents’ Names:  _______________________________________________________

Address:
    _______________________________________________________

     House #/Street



City, State, Zip Code

Home Phone:

___________________     Parent Cell Phone:  __________________
Dancer’s Cell Phone: 
___________________

Dancer’s E-mail address (optional): (Print legibly) ___________________________________

Parent(s) E-mail address(es) (mandatory): (Print legibly) ______________________________

You must include one or more e-mail addresses at which you want to receive important dance troupe communications, and which you check regularly. We may send information to your child’s e-mail address, but we also need to have your e-mail address so that you can stay informed of rehearsal dates, times & locations, performance opportunities and details, costume requirements, volunteer information, etc.
Fees:
Corazon Latino annual fee, based on volunteer commitment

Choose one:
Leadership Group (Indicate preferences on next page): 



Number of dancers _____ X $45/dancer  $______________

Standard Volunteer (Indicate preferences on next page): 




Number of dancers _____ X $80/dancer  $______________

No Volunteer Commitment: 




Number of dancers _____ X $150/dancer $______________


Add $10 Late Fee for postmark after January 15, 2012)

$______________


Total (make check payable to PLAC)           


$______________

Please send Registration Form, Volunteer Form on next page, Contract and Consent on 3rd page, with payment, to:


Sheri Ahl, Registrar





4949 Elliot Ave.




Minneapolis, MN  55417
2012 Corazon Latino Dance Troupe Parent Volunteer Form

PRINT THIS PAGE, COMPLETE AND SEND TO REGISTRAR, ALONG WITH DANCE TROUPE REGISTRATION FORM AND CONTRACT AND CONSENT
____  I am not able to volunteer this year, and I will pay the fee of $150 per dancer.
____  I would like to be on the leadership team and pay a fee of $45 per dancer. The leadership team meets regularly throughout the season, generally during rehearsal time, to coordinate troupe activities. In addition, each leader takes responsibility for one or more of the following functions: Communication, Finance, Special Performances, Costumes, International Institute Liaison, Site Coordination, Modern Dance Teen Mentor, Instructor Liaison and Volunteers. The returning leaders welcome new leaders to the team and are happy to mentor leaders for future years.
____  I would like to fulfill a standard volunteer position and pay a fee of $80 per dancer. My top 3 choices as a standard volunteer are listed below, and I understand that I will be assigned a position at the discretion of the Corazon Latino volunteer coordinator and leadership team, based on the number of volunteers and the needs of the dance troupe, and that I may not get any of my preferred positions.
· Please carefully consider whether you will be able to fulfill a volunteer commitment this year. If so, list your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices. While we will try to honor your preferences, you are not guaranteed to get any particular volunteer assignment.

______      Costume Assistant:  Work with Costume coordinator to fit dancers with costumes and to store, transport, and wash costumes/props for performances and occasional practices.  Check that everyone is following appearance directions for hair, makeup, etc.

______      Rehearsal Assistant: Must remain in attendance at all rehearsals. Take attendance at each rehearsal, and communicate attendance to Leadership Group. Receive messages from parents about absences. Assist dance teacher with discipline issues if and when requested. 
______      Sewing Assistant: Help with making, altering or repairing costumes.  Must have sewing machine. Sewing tasks will be assigned to match your proficiency level.
______      Special Performance Assistant: Communicate details of the special performance requests to all dancers in group. Determine which dancers would like to perform. After leaders decide to accept or decline, communicate decision and details of the performance to dancers. Arrange for costumes/music/supervision at the special performances.
______      Day Care Volunteer: Care for and play with dance instructor Giselle Mejia’s 2-year old child during selected rehearsals, at House of Hope (or alternate rehearsal site). 
______      Photographer:  Take group pictures for PLAC website and other publicity. Take individual pictures of dancers. Make and distribute prints to all dancers no later than Festival of Nations (or post to website for individual downloading and printing, and communicate appropriate information to all families by the end of May).

______      Social Volunteer: Plan monthly social activity for teen or youth dance group to encourage friendships. Activity is outside of practice time and can be as simple as refreshments after practice. Plan the activity, communicate with group, clean up after activity.  Work with social assistant of other group to put on a kick-off event and final event for the whole dance troupe.

ALL DANCERS AND PARENTS MUST PRINT AND SIGN THIS CONTRACT AND CONSENT FORM, AND SEND IT IN WITH COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM
 Dancer and Parent/Guardian Contract and Consent

All dancers and their parents agree to abide by the complete Corazon Latino Dance Troupe Philosophy and Guidelines, which is enclosed with the registration materials, as well as the following contract, in order to ensure that Dance Troupe is a positive and rewarding experience for all members:

· Attendance/Punctuality.  Attendance at practices and Festival of Nations preview performance is important. Dancers must be at rehearsal, in rehearsal dress, ready to dance on time. All dancers should be warming up at the appointed rehearsal time, whether or not the instructor is present. If a dancer must miss or will be late to a particular practice, s/he must inform the Rehearsal Assistant in advance and s/he is responsible to find out what s/he missed at the missed rehearsal. Any dancer who misses three or more practices may not be eligible to perform at Festival of Nations. 

· Participation and Cooperation.  It is essential that each dancer participates, cooperates and shows respect to him/herself, other dancers, the dance instructor and parent volunteers at each rehearsal and performance. Practices are open to dancers and immediate family members only. The dance instructor is in charge of each practice. Working with the Rehearsal Assistant and/or Dance Troupe Leadership Group, the dance instructor has authority to ask any disruptive or non-participating person (whether dancer or spectator) to leave the practice room.

· Rehearsal Dress.  Female dancers must provide their own floor length practice skirts (preferably black) and, at dance instructor’s discretion, may be required to provide appropriate dance shoes to wear at each practice.

· Performance Costumes.  Performance costumes will be provided for female dancers, though families may be required to contribute to making new costumes and certain accessories. Each female dancer may be required to provide her own appropriate dance shoes for performances. The dance instructor will specify make-up and hair requirements for Festival of Nations or other special performance, and all female dancers are required to conform to those specifications. Performance costumes for male dancers will be designated based on the dance. Male dancers may be required to provide part or all of their costumes and appropriate shoes, as required. Dancers must take good care of all costumes and accessories provided to them (e.g. do not throw costumes on floor, repair any damage that may occur, etc.). Dancer’s family will be charged for any necessary repairs or cleaning upon return of costume.
· Modern Dance. Depending on teen leadership, teen troupe members in good standing may, if they wish, participate in the teen-organized, choreographed and led modern dance group. Teens participating in Modern Dance have read and understood the Guidelines related to Modern Dance. 

Signature of Dancer: _______________________________

Dates of dance practices dancer cannot attend:  _________________________________

Parent/Guardian:

tc \l1 "Parent Consent/AgreementI give my full permission for my child to participate in the Corazon Latino Dance Troupe, sponsored by Parents of Latin American Children (PLAC).  I agree that PLAC, its officers, directors, leaders, members, volunteers, contractors and instructors, and any provider of rehearsal space, and its directors, officers, members, employees and contractors, will not be held responsible for any accidents or losses, however caused, and I agree to release all parties involved from claim, lawsuit, or damage which may arise as a result of or by reason of such loss or accident.  Every precaution will be taken to ensure the safety of the children. I also give my permission to have my child photographed or videotaped and agree that such images may be published.

· I have reviewed the above contract with my child and agree to help my child fulfill that contract.

· If I have made a volunteer commitment, I will fully and faithfully fulfill my volunteer responsibility.

· Whether or not I am volunteering this year, I will stay informed as to important Dance Troupe information by regularly checking the e-mail address that I included on this registration form. If I change my e-mail address, I will provide my new e-mail address promptly to the Communications Coordinator or other volunteer designated to maintain e-mail.

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _______________________________
