
Mandatory / Permissive Reporting Policy 

 

 Mandatory Reporters in Minnesota are all professionals in the following fields: 
education, health care, social services, childcare, mental health, law enforcement, correctional 
services, and clergy. All mandatory reporters are required to report immediately upon learning of 
maltreatment.  

 Permissive Reporters are individuals who are encouraged to report suspected child abuse, 
although not required by law. Permissive reporters can make a voluntary report to the local 
welfare agency, agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report, police department, 
county sheriff, Tribal social services agency, or Tribal police department if the person knows, 
has reason to believe, or suspects a child is being or has been neglected or subjected to physical, 
mental or sexual abuse.  

 The following is considered abuse and/or neglect in Minnesota: 

 1. Neglect is the most common form of maltreatment. Neglect involves the failure by a 
person responsible for a child’s care to supply a child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, 
health, medical, or other care required for the child’s physical or mental health when reasonably 
able to do so, other than by accidental means. As well as failure to protect a child from 
conditions or actions that seriously endanger the child’s physical or mental health when 
reasonably able to do so, including a growth delay, which may be referred to as a failure to 
thrive, that has been diagnosed by a physician and is due to parental neglect. Or exposing a child 
to certain drugs during pregnancy and causing emotional harm to a child may also be considered 
neglect.  

 2. Physical abuse is any physical injury or threat of harm or substantial injury, inflicted 
by a caregiver upon a child other than by accidental means. The impact of physical abuse can 
range from minor bruises to severe internal injuries and death. This would include a threatened 
injury, including a statement, overt act, or status that represents a substantial risk of physical or 
sexual abuse or mental injury. Physical abuse does not include reasonable and moderate physical 
discipline of a child that does not result in an injury.  

 3. Mental injury is harm to the psychological capacity or emotional stability of a child as 
evidenced by an observable and substantial impairment of the child to function within a normal 
range of performance and behavior with due regard to the child’s culture. Or emotional harm 
from a pattern of behavior which contributes to impaired emotional functioning of the child 
which may be demonstrated by a substantial and observable effect in the child’s behavior, 
emotional response, or cognition that is not within the normal range for the child’s age and stage 
of development, with due regard to the child’s culture.  



 4. Sexual abuse is the subjection of a child to a criminal sexual act or threatened act by a 
person responsible for the child’s care or by a person who has a significant relationship to the 
child or is in a position of authority. 

 

 Anyone reporting a suspected case of child abuse or neglect must be acting in good faith 
and have reasonable grounds for believing the information to be accurate. Any person who 
knowingly or recklessly makes a false report under the provisions of the section shall be liable in 
a civil suit for any actual damages suffered by the person or persons so reported and for any 
punitive damages set by the court or jury, plus costs and reasonable attorney fees. 

 Where to report suspected abuse or neglect: 

 Immediate danger – If you know or suspect that a child is in immediate danger (such as a 
recent sexual assault or a serious physical assault) or a child is abandoned, contact your local law 
enforcement agency right away. Law enforcement officers can remove a child from a threatening 
environment to protect them. 

 No immediate danger – If a child is not in immediate danger, as soon as you have reason 
to believe a child has been maltreated you should contact the local child welfare agency if an 
alleged perpetrator is a parent, guardian, family child care provider, family foster care provider, 
and unlicensed personal care provider organization, or juvenile correctional facility staff person.  

 For additional information, Minnesota statutes 626.556, the Reporting of Maltreatment of 
Minors Act, provides detailed definitions of child maltreatment.  

 


